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This Day In Black History - February, 10th 

 
1967 - Andrew Brimmer becomes the first African-American governor of the 
Federal Board when he is appointed by President Johnson 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Gaspar Yanga 

Known as the Primer Libertador de America or “first liberator of the Americas,” 
Gaspar Yanga led one of colonial Mexico’s first successful slave uprisings and 
would go on to establish one of the Americas earliest free black 
settlements.  Rumored to be of royal lineage from West Africa, Yanga was an 
enslaved worker in the sugarcane plantations of Veracruz, Mexico.  In 1570 he, 
along with a group of followers, escaped, fled to the mountainous regions near 
Córdoba, and established a settlement of former slaves or palenque.  They 
remained there virtually unmolested by Spanish authorities for nearly 40 
years.  Taking the role of spiritual and military leader, he structured the agricultural 
community in an ordered capacity, allowing its growth and occupation of various 
locations. 
In 1609, Spanish authorities sent a well-armed militia to defeat Yanga and his 
palenque but were defeated.  Yanga’s surprise victory over the Spanish heightened 
the confidence of his warriors and the frustration in Mexico City. After defeating 
other Spanish forces sent again the palenque, Yanga offered to make peace but 
with eleven conditions. After years of negotiations, in 1618, the town of San 
Lorenzo de Los Negros was officially recognized by Spanish authorities as a free 
black settlement.  It would later be referred to as Yanga, named after its founder. 

 
Source: http://www.blackpast.org/gah/yanga-gaspar-c-1545  

 

Black History in South Jersey: Oliver Cromwell 

Oliver Cromwell (1752-1853), born free in what is now Columbus, was a 
Revolutionary War soldier, one of roughly 5,000 African Americans who served the 
American cause; he served with the Continental Army throughout the entire war. 
He was among the troops who crossed the Delaware River with George 
Washington on the night of December 25, 1776, and engaged in the Battle of 
Trenton. He saw service in the key battles of Princeton, Brandywine, Monmouth 
and Yorktown. The recipient of a federal pension, Washington personally signed 
his discharge papers. This house, constructed in 1798, was Cromwell's residence 
at the time of his death. Research indicates he was living in this house by 1840. 

 
Source: http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/DocumentCenter/View/1339 

 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 

 

Urban Ed Collaborative Inc. 

urbanedmixtape@gmail.com  

(856) 432-2370 

To subscribe to the Red, Black and Green, please email urbanedmixtape@gmail.com  

 

Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

One cannot both feast and become rich 

http://www.blackpast.org/gah/yanga-gaspar-c-1545

