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This Day In Black History - February, 9th 

1952 - Author Ralph Ellison’s novel Invisible Man wins the National Book Award. 
 
1971 - Pitcher Leroy “Satchel” Paige is inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Mary Kenner 

Mary received five patents in her lifetime for household items including the sanitary 
belt (maxi pads), the bathroom tissue holder, a back washer that mounted on the 
wall of the shower and the carrier attachment on walkers for disabled people. She 
worked as a florist and credited her father for encouraging her creativity during her 
childhood. Despite her major success, Mary maintained that she created these 
items because she enjoyed making life easier for people and it was never about the 
money.  

 
Source: http://thesource.com/2016/03/07/15-black-women-in-history-that-have-
changed-the-world/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: The Tuskegee of the North 

Called the "Bordentown School," "Old Ironsides," and "the Tuskegee of the North,” 
this institution was the only one of its kind in the North: a state-supported, racially 
segregated boarding school for secondary-level students. It was the most 
significant of all of New Jersey 's racially segregated schools, the only one wholly 
state-supported. It was established in 1886 by Reverend Walter A. Rice, a minister 
in the AME Church . Specializing initially in vocational training, it first received state 
funds in 1894. It moved in 1902 to its present site, the former estate of Captain 
Charles Stewart, commander of the Constitution ("Old Ironsides"), the famed 
warship of the War of 1812. It closed in 1955. Among the black luminaries who 
taught at this institution are Judge William H. Hastie and Lester B. Granger. Its 
distinguished visitors included Booker T. Washington, Paul Robeson, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, James Weldon Johnson, Albert Einstein, and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
The school also served as a social and cultural center for the New Jersey Afro-
American community. Its dormitories and cafeteria facilities, unequaled in the state 
for the black community in terms of size and quality, made the school a frequent 
site for meetings convened by the state's major African American organizations and 
institutions. Concerts by such leading black artists as Duke Ellington, Nat "King" 
Cole, and Count Basie were held at the school. 
 
Source: http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/DocumentCenter/View/1339 

 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

Rain beats a leopard's skin, but it does not wash out the spots  


