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This Day In Black History - February, 7th  

1926 - Negro History Week originated by Carter G. Woodson is observed for the 
first time. 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Henry “Box” Brown 

Henry Brown (c.1816–June 15, 1897) was a 19th-century Virginia slave who 
escaped to freedom at the age of 33 by arranging to have himself mailed in a 
wooden crate in 1849 to abolitionists in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
Henry Brown traveled in the box lined with baize, a coarse woollen cloth, carrying 
with him only one bladder of water and a few biscuits. There was a hole cut in the 
box for air, and it was nailed and tied with straps; in large words, “This side up” was 
written on the box. Brown traveled by a variety of wagons, railroads, steamboats, 
ferries, and finally, for added safety, a delivery wagon that brought the box to the 
Philadelphia Anti-Slavery Society before daybreak. Henry wrote that he “was 
resolved to conquer or die, I felt my eyes swelling as if they would burst from their 
sockets; and the veins on my temples were dreadfully distended with pressure of 
blood upon my head.” One of the men who found him was Lawnside, New Jersey’s 
own William Still. 
 
Source: http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/shows/list/underground-railroad/stories-
freedom/henry-box-brown/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: Macedonia AME Church 

Established in 1832, the Macedonia AME Church is Camden's oldest Black 
institution. Located in what was Fettersville, Camden’s earliest black settlement. 
This This church was the first one built by any congregation of colored people in 
Camden County. The second building was completed in 1838 and is the oldest 
black institution in Camden. The church is said to have been a station on the 
UGRR (Underground Railroad) and, due to its proximity to the water, was initially 
the first stop in the state. The churches link to the Underground Railroad comes 
from Rev. Thomas Clement Oliver, an Underground Railroad operator. The church 
assisted fugitives coming up from Salem and Cumberland Counties, as well as 
from Philadelphia.  
 
Sources: http://www.philasun.com/travel/camden-countys-african-american-history-
trail/, 
http://www.dvrbs.com/camden-religion/CamdenNJ-Church-MacedoniaME.htm 
http://southjerseyjournal.com/news/2014/feb/01/pivotal-role-historic-african-
american-churches-so/?page=2 

 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

If you don't stand for something, you will fall for something. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania

