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This Day In Black History - February, 6th 

1820 - The first organized emigration back to Africa began when86 free African-
Americans left New York Harbor aboard the Mayflower of Liberia. They were bound 
for the British colony of Sierra Leone, which welcomed both free and fugitive 
African Americans. 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: William and Ellen Craft 

One of the most ingenious escapes was that of a married couple from Georgia, 
Ellen and William Craft, who traveled in first-class trains, dined with a steamboat 
captain and stayed in the best hotels during their escape to Philadelphia and 
freedom in 1848. Ellen, a quadroon (one quarter African descent) with very fair 
skin, disguised herself as a young white cotton planter traveling with his slave 
(William). It was William who came up with the scheme to hide in plain sight, but 
ultimately it was Ellen who convincingly masked her race, her gender and her 
social status during their four-day trip. Despite the luxury accommodations, the 
journey was fraught with narrow escapes and heart-in-the-mouth moments that 
could have led to their discovery and capture. Courage, quick thinking, luck and 
“our Heavenly Father,” sustained them, the Crafts said in Running a Thousand 
Miles for Freedom, the book they wrote in 1860 chronicling the escape. 

 
Source: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-great-escape-from-slavery-of-
ellen-and-william-craft-497960/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: John S. Rock 

John S. Rock was born to free, Black parents in Salem County, New Jersey in 
1825. He worked as a teacher for four years and later was, accepted into the 
American Medical College in Philadelphia. He graduated in 1852 and went to open 
a medical and dental office in Massachusetts. He began treating fugitive slaves and 
soon called on the government to end slavery. Soon he began studying law and in 
1861, became one of the first African Americans to be admitted to the 
Massachusetts Bare before the Civil War. In 1865, he became the first Black 
lawyer to go before the Supreme Court. 

Source: Kelly Roncace for NJ.com  
 

Black History Month Infographic of the Day (Source—Vox.com) 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

Do not look where you fell, but where you slipped.  


