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This Day In Black History - February, 3rd 

1956 - University of Alabama admits its first Black student; Autherine J. Lucy. She 
was expelled three days later “for her own safety” in response to threats from a 
mob. Lucy graduated with a Masters degree from the university in 1992. 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Bert Williams 

Williams (1875-1922) born in Nassau, Bahamas in 1875, Egbert Austin Williams. 
Forced to abandon his college study of civil engineering at Stanford to earn a living, 
he turned his self-taught musical skills and gift for comic mimicry into a lifelong 
career. As a single act, Bert Williams was the first black to become a star comedian 
on Broadway. Shortly after his opening on Broadway, Theatre Magazine called Bert 
Williams "a vastly funnier man than any white comedian now on the American 
stage." 
Occasionally Williams managed to transcend the racial stereotypes his audiences 
expected of him, but for the most part he was trapped in a degrading role all of his 
life. He pulled a wig of kinky hair over his head, applied blackface make-up, and 
concealed his hands in gloves. Williams could never reconcile the adulation he 
received onstage with the Jim Crow treatment he received offstage and it ate at 
him. As the years went on, Bert began to suffer from almost chronic depression. 
Heavy drinking and insomnia also took a toll on his health. Gravely ill, he returned 
to his home in New York City, where he died on March 4, 1922, at the age of 47.   

Source: http://black-face.com/Bert-Williams.htm 
 

Black History in South Jersey: Atlantic City Owes a Debt 

Were it not for its African-American chambermaids, bellhops, porters and 
waiters, Atlantic City today would resemble Long Beach Island. As a result, 
African-Americans held 95 percent of hotel staff jobs during the resort ’s 
Victorian heyday, Hotel work could be far more lucrative than the two 
alternatives then available to black workers: farming or private domestic work. 
African-American workers ended up living in the 80-square-block Northside 
neighborhood, a thriving community of businesses, entrepreneurs, and 
professionals — doctors, lawyers, dentists, funeral directors. 
To be sure, there were unspoken rules about where blacks could go in their free 
time. They could attend school, own property, vote. But they weren ’t allowed at 
Atlantic City Hospital — nor on the prime section of beach. 
 
Source: http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2012/02/black_history_month_african-
am_1.html 

 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

It is the calm and silent water that drowns a man.  


