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This Day In Black History - February, 28th 

1859 - The Arkansas legislature required free Black to choose between exile or 
enslavement 
 
1932 - Richard Spikes invented/patented the automatic gear shift in cars 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Nearis Green 

The name of Old No. 7 is branded after Jasper Newton “Jack” Daniel, a distiller and 
businessman from Tennessee, who founded the Jack Daniel’s Tennessee whiskey 
distillery in 1866. Although Daniel is credited for inventing the Tennessee whiskey in the 
19th century, the company revealed in 2016 that he learned the trade of whiskey making 
from a slave known as Uncle Nearis. At just 15 years old, Daniel was adopted by a 
Lutheran preacher, store owner, and distiller named Dan Call, who taught him how to run 
his whiskey still. However, the instrumental role that Call’s slave, Nearis Green, played in 
teaching Daniel how to make whiskey has largely been whitewashed from history. The 
distillery began embracing and publicizing Green’s role in creating the household name 
whiskey last summer. Family members of Green, however, say they always knew that he 
was the secret behind the sacred whiskey recipe. “I think he should have got more 
credit,” said Claude Eady, a 91-year-old relative of Green, to The Telegraph last year. 
“Back then, they didn’t pay much notice to him, but now everybody’s trying to make a 
dollar off him. He was the one that did all the work.” 

Source: http://www.blackenterprise.com/billboard/black-history-month-slave-jack-
daniels/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: Peter Mott House 

The Peter Mott House is the oldest known house in Lawnside. Built circa 1845, the house 
was residence to Peter Mott, an African-American preacher who was the first Sunday 
school superintendent at Mount Pisgah African Methodist Episcopal Church in Lawnside, 
and his wife, Eliza. No birth certificates survive, but census records indicate that Mott was 
born around 1810. The 1850 Census lists Mott, 40, as a black male laborer owning real 
estate valued at $600. His wife, Elizabeth Ann Mott, was listed as 42. Gloucester County 
marriage records show that he married Eliza Thomas on Nov. 2, 1833. Mott was a free 
Black man and an agent of the Underground Railroad. The size of his house in what was 
then called Snow Hill or Free Haven and its method of construction — two stories — 
reflect Mott's status as a respected member of the community. Land transactions for May 
30, 1844, record Mott's purchase of the property for his home from Thomas Stephenson 
for $100. The 1870 Census valued Mott's real estate at $1,000 and his personal estate at 
$250. The Borough of Lawnside, located eight miles north of Camden, is the only 
historically African-American incorporated municipality in the northern United States. It 
dates to Colonial times as a settlement of people of color. Through the abolition of 
slavery in New Jersey, the perils of the Underground Railroad, the ravages of the Civil 
War and the grinding poverty of the Depression era, Lawnside has emerged as a viable, 
modern community. 

Source: http://www.petermotthouse.org/museum.html 
 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

A small house will hold a hundred friends. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/07/02/slave-behind-jack-daniels-never-got-credit-he-deserved-says-desc/

