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This Day In Black History - February, 23rd 

1868 - W.E.B. DuBois, educator and civil rights advocate, is born in Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts  
 
1979 - Frank E. Peterson Jr. is named the first Black general in the Marine Corps 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Baby Esther Jones 

Betty Boop is largely recognized as an iconic cartoon character and the first animated 
American sex symbol. However, her signature style and voice was appropriated by an 
African American jazz singer and entertainer. During the late 1920s, Esther “Baby 
Esther” Jones became known for singing in a baby voice and regularly performing at the 
legendary Cotton Club in Harlem. Then, after watching Esther’s cabaret act in 1928, 
white jazz singer Helen Kane adopted Jones’ singing and scatting style. Kane also 
changed the interpolated words “boo-boo-boo” and “doo-doo-doo” to “boop-oop-a-doop” 
while recording her hit single “I Wanna Be Loved By You.” Kane never publicly admitted 
to appropriating Esther’s singing style, but the truth was revealed when Kane filed a 
lawsuit against Max Fleischer, the animator who created Betty Boop in 1930. Ironically, 
Kane claimed that Betty Boop was imitating and profiting off of her image. White singers 
have a long history of getting away with appropriating black music throughout the 20th 
century without legally crediting, acknowledging, or paying African American artists. 
Thus, it does not come as a surprise that Esther Jones did not file suit against Kane or 
Max Fleischer, where she would have had the burden of proving her case against a white 
man or white woman. 

Source: http://www.blackenterprise.com/billboard/black-history-month-esther-jones-
betty-boop/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: Jessie Redman Fauset 

The 1920s Harlem Renaissance spawned a number of incredible voices and artists. 
Among the impressive list is New Jersey’s own Jessie Redmon Fauset, who found 
success as a poet, essayist, novelist, teacher, and editor throughout her long lifetime. On 
April 27, 1884, Jessie Redmon Fauset was born in Camden County, New Jersey. Fauset 
was the first African American to graduate from the Philadelphia High School for Girls, 
she graduated from Cornell University and she later received a Master’s Degree in 
French from the University of Pennsylvania. After graduation, Fauset became a teacher 
at Dunbar High School in Washington, D.C. Then, in 1918, Fauset became a contributor 
to The Crisis, the official magazine for the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). A year later, she was asked to join the magazine full-time as 
their Literary Editor. Fauset published pieces by some of the most popular voices from 
the Harlem Renaissance, including Countee Cullen, Claude McKay, and Jean Toomer. 
Fauset was also the first person to publish a piece by Langston Hughes; Hughes later 
gave Fauset her nickname as the “midwife” of the Harlem Renaissance. In addition to her 
editing duties, Fauset also contributed poems, short stories, and other writings to The 
Brownies’ Book, the first magazine published specifically for African-American children. 

Source: https://bestofnj.com/black-history-nj-jessie-redmon-fauset 
 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the week 
coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick Douglass on 
2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. The week’s 
primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching of the history of 
American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to Black History Month 
was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students at Kent State University in 
February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro History Week to Black History 
Month was officially recognized by the U.S. government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

When a king has good counselors, his reign is peaceful.   


