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This Day In Black History - February, 2nd 

1897 – Alfred L. Cralle invented the ice cream scooper, patent #576,395  
 
1862 – Washington, the District of Columbia abolishes slavery  
 
 
 

 

Great Person of Color: Jan Ernst Matzeliger 

Matzeliger (1852 - 1889) Jan Ernst Matzeliger was born in Dutch Guiana, the South 
American country now called Suriname. He worked in machine shops as a child. In 
the 1870s, he immigrated to the United States and eventually settled in Lynn, 
Mass., where he found work at a shoe factory. In 1883, Matzeliger successfully 
invented what many before him had attempted: an automated shoemaking 
machine that quickly attached the top of the shoe to the sole. This process is called 
"lasting". Matzeliger's machine could produce more than 10 times what human 
hands could create in a day. This invention revolutionized the shoemaking industry 
and made shoes affordable to the average person.  
 
Source: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/inventors/matzeliger.htm 
 

 
 

Black History in South Jersey 

Camden, located directly across the Delaware River from Philadelphia, stood at the 
crossroads of African American history in the U.S. and an exploration of its historic 
sites sheds light on numerous aspects of slavery in colonial and ante-bellum 
America. It should be noted that there were several black communities in the area, 
including Timbuctoo and Fettersville. Timbuctoo was founded in the 1820s near 
modern day Mt. Holly. It remains the only area settled by African Americans named 
after a city in Africa. Fettersville, an area in South Camden, that was approximately 
22 square blocks, was a large free black community established in 1833. The land 
belonged to, and was named after, Richard Fetters.  

Source:http://www.philasun.com/travel/camden-countys-african-american-history-
trail/  

 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

Hunger is felt by a slave and hunger  

is felt by a king  
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