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This Day In Black History - February, 22nd 

1950 - 76ers legend, Julius Winfield Erving (Dr. J) was born in Roosevelt, NY.  
 
1989 - DJ Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince win the first rap category Grammy 
Award for their single “Parent’s Just Don’t Understand” 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Maggie Lena Walker 

In 1902 Mrs. Walker established a newspaper, The St. Luke Herald, to promote 
closer communication between the Order and the public. In speeches Mrs. Walker 
had reasoned, “Let us put our money together; let us use our money; Let us put our 
money out at usury among ourselves, and reap the benefit ourselves.” as active in 
civic groups. In 1903 she founded the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank. Mrs. Walker 
served as the bank’s first president, which earned her the recognition of being 
the first woman to charter a bank in the United States. Later she agreed to serve as 
chairman of the board of directors when the bank merged with two other Richmond 
banks to become The Consolidated Bank and Trust Company. The bank thrives 
today as the oldest continually African American-operated bank in the United 
States. Its headquarters are currently located across the street from its original site 
at the corner of First and Marshall streets in Richmond.  

Source: https://urbanintellectuals.com/2015/10/30/the-first-woman-to-charter-a-
bank-was-black/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: James Still 

Known to his patients as “The Black Doctor of the Pines,” Dr. James Still became a 
wealthy and accomplished herbalist and homeopathic healer in the mid-1800s. Still was 
born to Levin and Charity Still, two former slaves from the Pine Barrens, on April 9, 1812 
in Burlington County. When Still was a child, a physician came to the Pine Barrens to 
vaccinate him and his siblings, launching what would be a tremendous life of medical 
healing and triumph. Still worked for three years as a servant, while thoroughly studying 
medicine and botany on the side. He even furthered his medical knowledge from the 
Native Americans of the area. Still didn’t have the means to attend medical school, but 
continued to persevere and study diligently before going on to become one of history’s 
most respectable doctors. Eventually, his successful medical career began to flourish; he 
created a “cough balm” from plants and herbs on his farm. Not long after he became a 
celebrity in the area, maintaining a strong practice despite never charging for his 
services. By the age of 65, Still published his autobiography, Early Recollections and Life 
of Dr. James Still. In it, he chronicled the details and memories of his remarkable life. 
Throughout his lifetime, James Still battled countless barriers and constraints, yet 
ultimately came out a success. He faced racial and financial troubles at every turn, but 
with hard work and dedication, Still became one of the most influential individuals in New 
Jersey’s history. 

Source: https://bestofnj.com/black-history-nj-james-still 
 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

There is no medicine to cure hatred.   


