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This Day In Black History - February, 16th 

1857 - Frederick Douglass is elected the President of Freedman Bank & Trust Co. 
 
1951 - New York City Council passed bill prohibiting racial discrimination in city 
assisted housing developments 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: George Edwin Taylor 

Born in 1857 as the son of a free woman and an African American slave, Taylor 
worked as a professional journalist before getting involved in politics. However, he 
discovered that neither the Democratic nor the Republican Party represented the 
interests of people of color. In 1904, an all-black independent party called 
The National Liberty Party nominated Taylor to run for president on a third-party 
ticket. Taylor’s candidacy was largely ridiculed as a joke and his name was left off 
the ballot in most states. Nevertheless, Theodore Roosevelt was re-elected 
as president. Still, Taylor’s run symbolized the growth of political power that black 
Americans acquired following the Reconstruction Era. A  few days after the 
election, Taylor explained in a newspaper interview why he decided to launch a 
presidential campaign. “Yes, I know most white folks take me as a joke … but I 
want to tell you the colored man is beginning to see a lot of things that the white 
folks do not give him credit for seeing. He’s beginning to see that he has got to take 
care of his own interests, and what’s more, that he has the power to do it,” he told 
the paper. Eight years later, Taylor moved to Jacksonville, Florida, in late 1912 and 
worked as the manager of the Promotion Publishing Co., which printed a 
newspaper aimed at the city’s black residents. Records also show that he worked 
as the editor of the “colored section” of the Florida Times-Union and later for 
the Florida Sentinel, a progressive newspaper. He died in 1925.  

Source: http://www.blackenterprise.com/functional/black-history-month/black-
history-month-son-slave-ran-president/ 

 

Black History in South Jersey: Burlington Island 

The significance of this island lies in the fact that records show a black presence as 
early as 1664, making it one of the earliest places in New Jersey where a black 
presence can be documented. The early blacks on this island were slaves 
belonging to a Dutch colonial official. They were seized by the English in 1664 
when the English defeated the Dutch and took control of New Jersey . Some of 
these slaves were then sold to English planters in Maryland. 

Source: http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/DocumentCenter/View/1339 
 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

There is no medicine to cure hatred. 


