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Top Stories for February 15th  

This Day In Black History - February, 15th 

1804 - The New Jersey Legislature approved a law calling for the “gradual” 
emancipation of African Americans. In so doing, New Jersey became the last Northern 
State to outlaw slavery. 

Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Oney Judge 

Oney Judge (c.1773—February 25, 1848), known as Oney Judge Staines after 
marriage, was a mixed-race slave on George Washington's plantation, Mount Vernon, 
in Virginia. The Washingtons had nearly 150 slaves at Mount Vernon in 1773, the year 
Judge was born. Ten years later, when Washington was elected president and was 
called to the capital -- first New York, then Philadelphia -- he and Martha brought a 
select group of slaves, including Judge, with them. But there was a hitch: 
Pennsylvania had been moving toward abolition, and state law required that any slave 
brought into the commonwealth for more than six months be freed. So Washington 
found pretexts for shuttling his slaves in and out of the state, each time turning over 
the hourglass on emancipation. He did so quietly, willing to “deceive” the public if 
necessary. So, with semiannual jaunts through this legal loophole, Judge remained in 
Philadelphia for six years -- until she learned she was to be given to Martha’s 
granddaughter and sent south. Instead, with help from the abolitionist or free-black 
community -- possibly including the Rev. Richard Allen, the Philadelphia spiritual 
leader who was known for helping runaways -- she found her way to Portsmouth, N.H. 
There, Washington became the first president to abuse his authority by pushing a local 
customs official to find Judge and send her home without the due process the Fugitive 
Slave Act required. (The customs official, queasy about the endeavor, instead tried to 
negotiate with Judge. Unsurprisingly, he couldn’t persuade her to return to slavery on 
her own). Still, Washington took her escape as a personal affront, and he pursued her 
up until a few months before his death. 
 

Source: http://www.philly.com/philly/living 
Ona_Judge_George_Washington_Dunbar_slave_escape.html 

 

Black History Month Infographic of the Day: (Source—The Griot) 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

When you follow in the path of your father, you learn to walk like 

him.  
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