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This Day In Black History - February, 14th 

 
1967 - Morehouse College was organized in Augusta, GA. The institution was later 
moved to Atlanta 
 
Source: www.blackfacts.com  
 

 

Great Person of Color: Sarah Boone 

Born in the Deep South—in Summit, Pike County, Mississippi—in the 1860s or 
1870s, Sarah Boone received a U.S. government patent from the state of 
Connecticut for an improvement on the ironing board in 1892. Before her 
improvement, ironing boards were assembled by placing a board between two 
supports. Boone was a rarity during her time, a female African-American inventor. 
Boone’s design, which consisted of hinged and curved ends, made it possible to 
iron the inside and outside seam of slim sleeves and the curved waist of women’s 
dresses. In her patent paperwork, Boone writes: “My invention relates to an 
improvement in ironing-boards, the object being to produce a cheap, simple, 
convenient, and highly effective device, particularly adapted to be used in ironing 
the sleeves and bodies of ladies garments.” She was living in New Haven, 
Connecticut, when her patent was granted in 1892. She died in 1900. 

Source: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/these-four-black-women-
inventors-reimagined-technology-home-180962060/ & http://www.biography.com/
people/sarah-boone-21329877#synopsis 

 

Black History in South Jersey: Dreamland Café  

Dreamland Cafe, located in the historic Black municipality, Lawnside, NJ, was 
founded by Mr. Jack Brady. The café/nightclub was known for its food, drink and, 
above all, its music. It gave African-American audiences the best of both worlds: 
barbeque pits and food reminiscent of their rural homes in the south, offset with 
cutting-edge jazz music equal to that found in the country's most upscale 
metropolitan settings. Although Dreamland hit its stride in the 1930s and 1940s, it 
remained the place to see and be seen into the early 1970s. Nat King Cole is said 
to have performed there, as well as Ella Fitzgerald; "Sassy" Sarah Vaughn; Sara 
Dean, who sang with the Louis Armstrong Orchestra; and actress/comedienne 
LaWanda Page, perhaps best-known for her portrayal of feisty "Aunt Esther" in 
Redd Foxx's Sanford & Son. Heavyweight boxers Joe Louis and Jersey Joe 
Walcott were frequent visitors. And some of the icons of Philadelphia's jazz scene 
made it their regular hangout. Eventually, as segregation gave way to the Civil 
Rights Movement and the Jim Crow "whites-only" laws receded into history, local 
entertainment meccas like Dreamland began to suffer. Lawnside's hot spots cooled 
and eventually fell victim to the glamour, glitz and world-class talent offered in 
mainstream entertainment theaters in Cherry Hill, Philadelphia and Atlantic City. 

Source:  http://historiccamdencounty.com/ccnews126.shtml 
 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 by 
historian Carter G. Woodson. It was held on the second week of February; the 
week coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated together. 
The week’s primary emphasis was placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching 
of the history of American blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to 
Black History Month was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students 
at Kent State University in February 1969. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro 
History Week to Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. 
government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

Wood already touched by fire is not hard to set alight  


