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This Day In Black History - February, 1st 

1865 – John Sweat Rock (1825-1866), a noted Boston lawyer, became the 
first African-American to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court and the first 
Black person to speak before the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 
1960 – Four students form North Carolina A&T College started Sit-in 
movement at Greensboro, N.C., five-and-dime store. By February 10 
movement had spread to fifteen Southern cities in five states. 

 

Great Person of Color: Estevanico 

Estevanico (1500 - 1539) was an African slave, and known as the first 
person born in Africa who has arrived tin present-day continental United 
States. He is remembered today not only because of his slave status, but 
also because he took part in a large exploratory mission that left him one of 
the few survivors of the Spanish expedition and a guide for three Spanish 
survivors that also became famous after they managed to reach the territory 
of New Mexico finally after more than 10 years of journey. Upon being sold 
after arriving to New Mexico, Estevanico was the main guide of the Spanish 
attempting to find the legendary city of gold. Sadly, this mission caused the 
death of Estevanico, who was killed by the indigenous people Hawikuh in 
their village of Zuni. He was mistaken as the envoy of war and killed on the 
spot.  
Source:http://www.famous-explorers.com/explorers-by-location-of-
exploration/estevanico/  
 

 
 

Black History in South Jersey 

Founded by Ralph E. Hunter Sr., the African American Heritage Museum of 
Southern New Jersey is the result of Hunter’s passion of collecting 
“treasures” which include a copy of “Little Black Sambo” by Helen 
Bannerman – a book he brought in order to get it off the market. The book is 
part of a collection that includes painting, ceramics, advertising and branding 
memorabilia that portrays African Americans in both a flattering and 
unflattering way. There are now two museums – one in Atlantic City and one 
in Newtonville. Visit the museum website at http://www.aahmsnj.org/  
Source: Kelly Roncace for NJ.com  
 

 

Carter G. Woodson & The Birth of Black History Month 

Black History Month was originally Black History Week when created in 1926 
by historian Carter G. Woodson and the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History. It was held on the second week of February; the week 
coincided with the birthday of Abraham Lincoln on 2/12 and of Frederick 
Douglass on 2/14, both of which dates Black communities had celebrated 
together since the late 19th century. The week’s primary emphasis was 
placed on encouraging the coordinated teaching of the history of American 
blacks in the nation's public schools. The expansion to Black History Month 
was first proposed by the leaders of the Black United Students at Kent State 
University in February 1969; celebrating Black History Month one year later 
at Kent State. In 1976, the informal expansion of Negro History Week to 
Black History Month was officially recognized by the U.S. government. 
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Resource for educators: http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/  

 

African Proverb of the Day:  

By the time the fool has learned the game, the players have 

dispersed. 
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